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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

L Claims 27-30, 36-38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsui et al. (US 5896143) in view of Snyder (US 4840284). 
Referring to claims 27, 36: 

Matsui et al. discloses a spittoon (FIG, 15, element 30) for receiving ink spit from plural 
Inkjet printheads (FIG. 15, element 81) movable across a printzone and into a serving region, 
comprising: 

plural adjoining side walls (FIG. 15, element 30% 

and an upper edge (FIG. 16, element 30) which define a mouth sized to receive 
ink from only a single one of said plural printheads at a given time; and 

Matsui et al. does not disclose a catch basin joining together a lower edge of each side 
wall to form a liquid containing structure, with the catch basin comprising a bottom wall and at 
least one tapered wall extending upwardly and outwardly fi:om the bottom wall to join the lower 
edge of one of said plural side walls, wherein the catch basin includes a second tapered wall 
opposite said one tapered wall with the second tapered wall extending upwardly and outwardly 
firom the bottom wall to join the lower edge of a second one of said plural side walls opposite 
said one of said plural side walls (Referring to claims 29, 37). 
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Snyder discloses a liquid tank having plural adjoining side walls (FIG. 2, element 32: The 
vertical wall), a bottom wall (FIG. 2, element 32: The wall on the bottom side), and at least two 
opposite tapered walls (FIG. 2, elements 24, 26) extending upwardly and outwardly from the 
bottom wall to join the lower edge of one of said plural side walls. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the spittoon disclosed by Matsui et aL to slope the bottom wall as 
disclosed by Snyder. The motivation for doing so would have been to provide a tank having a 
sloped bottom structure that presents a smooth interior surface as taught by Snyder (column 1/ 
lines 32-36). 

Referring to claims 28, 38: wherein said plural adjoining side walls are substantially 
upright (FIG. 15, element 30: The vertical walls). 

Referring to claims 30, 38: wherein said plural adjoining side walls define said 
mouth and bottom with a substantially rectangular shape (FIG. 16, element 30). 
2. Claims 31, 33-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Matsui 
et al. (US 5896143) in view of Snyder (US 4840284) and Osborne et al. (US 5712668). (Note: 
For the rejections of claims 33-35, please see the rejection of claims 28-30). 

Matsui et al. and Snyder discloses the claimed invention as discussed above except 
wherein the accumulating structure having a bottom wall with an area sized smaller than the 
mouth size. 

Osbome et al. discloses a spittoon for receiving ink spit from a printhead, comprising: 
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an ink spit receiving structure defining a mouth (FIG, 8: The upper edge of the tapered side 
walls defines the receiving ink mouth of the spittoon) to receive ink from the printhead (FIG. 8, 
element H) and an ink accumulating structure (FIG. 8: The bottom wall) coupled to receive ink 
from the ink spit receiving structure, the accumulating structure having a bottom wall with an 
area sized smaller than the mouth size (FIG, 8: The area of the bottom wall is smaller than the 
one of the mouth). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious for one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to modify the spittoon disclosed by Matsui et al. in view of Snyder such as 
the area of the bottom wall is smaller than the mouth size as disclosed by Osborne et al. The 
motivation for doing so would have been to down size of the tank as a common technique well 
known in the art to save space. 

Allowable Subject Matter 
2. Claims 16-19, and 39 are allowed. The reason for allowance was indicated in the 
previous office action. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments filed 08/24/2005 have been fiiUy considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argued that there is no teaching or suggestion of motivation to combine 
Matsui and Snyder because the two patents have very different objectives, i.e., Matsui teaches 
retaining fluid within an ink absorbing material and Snyder teaches draining fluid through a 
drainage hole in a tank, so if Matsui and Snyder were combined, the modified container of 
Matsui would not satisfy the intended fluid retaining purpose of Matsui. The examiner does not 
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agree with the applicant's argument. Matsui, in another embodiment, also teaches that "If a 
waste-ink reservoir (omitted from illustration) for reserving the ink discharged from the suction 
pump 16 is disposed, the previous discharge holes 30 and 31 may be allowed to communicate 
with the waste-ink reservoir'" (column 19, lines 30-38). As a result, Matsui's ink container (30, 
31) functions as an ink receiver that receives discharged ink and drains it to the waste-ink 
reservoir through the mentioned communication. Therefore, Matsui and Snyder patents have the 
same ink/fluid tanks that are for receiving ink/fluid and being able to drain the ink/fluid. 
Furthermore, the combination of Matsui and Snyder would produce the modified container that 
satisfies the intended of fluid receiving and draining purpose of Matsui. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commimications from the 
examiner should be directed to LAM S. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571)272-2151. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00AM - 3:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, STEPHEN D. MEIER can be reached on (571)272-2149. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for vmpublished 
appUcations is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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